Background." Eczema herpeticum is an uncommon manifestation of an infection with herpes simplex virus (HSV). The disease is primarily seen in patients with histories of atopie eczema. Eczema
The peak levels observed in term pregnant patients were somewhat lower than those observed in nonpregnant patients after oral dosing with 200 mg of acyclovir. The ratio of plasma concentration of acyclovir in mothers-to-newborns was 1.12. Lau and colleagues studied the plasma concentrations of acyclovir in breast-feeding women. They calculated a plasma-to-milk ratio of 0.15. This finding implies that the concentrations of breast milk exceeded those of the maternal plasma, therefore, appearing to be concentrated in breast milk.
Toxicities and teratogenesis have been studied in animal models. 1, 11 Chromosomal damage was observed in cultured human lymphocytes at 200 Ixg/ ml, which is 25 times the peak levels achieved with IV dosing in pregnancy but not -<125 Ixg/ml. An ongoing registry established by the Burroughs Wellcome (now Glaxo Wellcome) Company continues to accumulate the results of pregnancies prospectively exposed to acyclovir. The most recent registry interim report listed 847 prospectively exposed pregnancies (personal communication). The information derived from this registry will be useful in the evaluation of any clinically significant effects of acyclovir in pregnancy.
Acyclovir has been used in primary genital herpes during pregnancy. Several studies have indicated that primary genital herpes is associated with Fig. I 
